The Commended Ministry of Paul and Barnabas

From Iconium to Antioch of Syria

Acts 14:1-28

Reading: Acts 14:25-27
Text: where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had completed.
14:26, NRSV

Commended is Paradidomi = to surrender, i.e. yield up, commit, deliver (up), give (over, up), recommend.

Background: The First Missionary Journey. 
Acts 13:1-14:28

I. The Commended Servants of the Lord – where they had been commended
Acts 14:26, NRSV cf. 13:1-3
A. Their Commendation.


1. What their Commendation Was not:

a. They were not commended to be “Full-time Workers” (FTWs).

A term commonly used today in many assemblies but has no biblical basis. 


If so, what are the biblical qualifications and job specifications of this group of people? 


What are their biblical functions in the local church?


Are not all believers Full-time Workers, if not, Full-time Witnesses?
Acts 1:8 

b. They were not commended to be Servants of the church.
i. Phoebe was a servant of the church at Cenchreae.
Rom. 16:1 (only occ.)


I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon [diakonos] of the church at Cenchreae, Rom. 16:1, NRSV

· Commend here is (sunistao) = to introduce (favorably); not Paradidomi= to surrender
· sunistēmi (συνιστάω), or sunistanō (συνιστάω), lit., “to place together,” denotes “to 
introduce one person to another, represent as worthy,” e.g., Rom. 3:5; 5:8; 16:1; 2 Cor. 4:2; 6:4; 10:18; 12:11. 


In 2 Cor. 3:1; 5:12 and 10:12, the verb sunistanō is used.
Vines
ii. Deacons were to serve tables (contrast ministry of the Word by the twelve.)
Acts 6:1-6 (6:1, 2, 4)

It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve (diakoneo) tables. 6:2 cf. 6:4

· They were chosen by men to be appointed by the twelve.
Acts 6:3


Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report,

full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business, i.e. the daily ministration.
· The twelve would give themselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 6:4


Deacons were to fulfil the daily ministration of a material ministry in contrast to a spiritual ministry. 6:1
· Apt to teach is a qualification required of an elder but not a deacon.
 I Tim. 3:8-13 ct. 2
c. They were not commended by their own Selves – some that commend (sunistao) themselves.  II Cor. 10:12

2. What their Commendation Was:

a. They were Spirit-appointed.
Acts 13:2 ct. 6:3

The Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.

b. They were Servants of the Lord – Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ.

Rom. 1:1
i. They were Servants/Bond-Slaves (Doulos ct. Diakonos) of the Lord.

Phil. 1:1; Tit. 1:1

Cf. Mary (doule)

Lk. 1:38, 48; Acts 2:18

ii. They were Separated unto a Specific and a Specified work of God.
Cf. Acts 13:2

Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.

The verb “set apart” (aphorizo) is used of three separations in Saul’s life:
· Separated at his birth for God 
Gal. 1:15

· Separated at His conversion for the Gospel 
Rom. 1:1 

· Separated in Antioch to Go out to the uttermost parts of the world.
Acts 13:2

Thus, he was Separated to be Sent out in his first missionary journey.


iii. They were Sent by the Spirit outside the local church. 
Acts 13:4

So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed
Cf. apostles = sent ones, Acts 14:4

Thus, they were “apostles” (apostolos = he that is sent) sent out by the Spirit.
cf. Acts 14:4
iv. They were Surrendered by the Church to the Grace of God for His work.
Acts 14:26


from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled.

(re)commended is paradidomi to surrender, i.e. yield up.

paradidōmi, lit., to give or deliver over” (para, “over” didōmi, “to give”), is said 
of “commending,” or “committing,” servants of God to Him.
Acts 14:26; 15:40, Vines

v. Thus, they were not Sent by the church, but Released by them.
Acts 13:3, 4
when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away
“Sent” is apoluo = to free fully, i.e. (lit.) relieve, release, dismiss, set at liberty.
Summary:

It was the Holy Spirit Who Sent (ekpempo = to despatch:--send away) them out
and the church at Antioch who Sent (apoluo = released) or Surrendered (paradidomi) them to the Spirit.
They would have to look to the Spirit for their Support for He was the One Who sent them 

and they were His Servants (bond-slaves).
· The Responsibility of the home church was to have fellowship with them.
Cf. 13:3; 15:3


when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.

· The Recipient church was to support them. 
I Cor. 9:6-14 ct. 12, 15

Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.

B. Their Commitment – the First Missionary Journey.
Acts 13:4-14:26; See #II
II. The Commitment of the Commended Servants of the Lord.


So they, being sent (ekpempo) by the Holy Ghost.
Acts 13:4


Cf. And being brought (propempo) on their way by the church
Acts 15:3

“Brought on” is propempo = to send forward, i.e. escort or aid in travel.


They were sent forth by the Spirit but the church was behind and with them all the way.

A. Ministry In Iconium – the Witness Radiating outWards
Acts 14:1-7

1. The Before-the-eye Developments.

a. The Encouraging Results – a great multitude…of…Jews and …Greeks believed.

14:1 cf. Rom. 1:16

b. The Endorsed Reinforcements from the Lord – gave testimony … granted signs …
 14:3

c. The Evil Rising of those who opposed – made their minds evil…against the brethren.
14:2, 5-7

i. Opposition from unbelieving Jews and Gentiles causing the apostles to Flee.

14:2, 4, 5

ii. Opportunities for the apostles to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles Further.

14:6, 7


and there they continued proclaiming the good news.
NIV
2. The Behind-the-Scenes Developments – the Commission to Radiate outwards:
Acts ch. 1; (1:8)




ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,

 and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
Acts 1:8
a. Witnessing to the Jews in Jerusalem – Peter and Stephen.
Acts chs. 2-7

b. Witnessing to the Jews and Gentiles in Judaea and Samaria:
Acts ch. 8-12


The Preparation of Peter, Philip and Paul


c. Witnessing to the Gentiles and Jews in the uttermost parts of the earth.
Acts 13-28


Paul’s three missionary journeys; his first missionary journey here
Acts 13, 14

B. Ministry In Lystra – The Witness supported by Wonders.
Acts 14:7-20a

1. The Cripple – being a cripple from his mother's womb 
14:8 cf. 3:1-10; 9:33-35
Cf. Peter’s and Paul’s similar healing (Peter, apostle to Jews; Paul, to Gentiles)
Cf. 14:8, 9, 10 with 3:2, 4, 8

2. The Charge – Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet.
14:9-10

3. The Confusion.
14:11-14

i. What the people Supposed– The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men.
14:11-12

· Barnabas and Paul likened to Zeus, the chief god and Hermes, the messenger.
· Cf. the Roman equivalent gods of Jupiter and Mercury.

ii. What the people Proposed– the priest…would have done sacrifice with the people. 
14:11-14

4. The Correction – why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you.
14:15-18

with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them.
5. The Conspiracy –  certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, 
and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.

14:19-20a
Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city.

C. Ministry In Derbe – Witnessing by Preaching and Teaching the Word
Acts 14:20b, 21a
1. They Evangelised with the Gospel – preached the gospel to that city.

14:20b

Derbe would be the remotest city reached in Asia Minor in this first missionary journey.
2. They Exhorted and Edified from the Word – taught many.

14:21a

D. Ministry In Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia – Exhorting and Establishing.  Acts 14:21b-25

1. They Strengthened everyone in the churches they founded earlier.
14:21b, 22

a. The Confirmation of their Spiritual Salvation – confirming the souls of the disciples
b. The Exhortation to Stand firmly and Soundly in the Faith – exhorting them to continue in the faith
c. The Preparation for them to be Strong under all Situations – 


we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.
2. Then only they Selected elders for the churches.
14:23-25, NIV

a. Those Acquainted with the Scriptures – not novices.
Cf. I Tim. 3:6


These elders were probably Jews who came out of the synagogues where they 

had been steeped in the Scriptures. Thus elders from the synagogues became elders in the churches.
b. The Accompaniment with prayer and fasting.

c. The Appointment of elders in plurality in each church.

i. At the beginning: by Appointment of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 20:28

ii. Later: by Apostles and Apostolic-designates.
Acts 14:23; cf. Tit. 1:5

iii. Now: by recognition of their Attributes (Qualifications)
I Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9

d. As with Paul and Barnabas, they were also commended to the Lord. 
Acts 14:26 cf. 14:23

i. Paul and Barnabas were commended (Gk. paradidōmi) for the work.


they had been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled.
14:26
ii. The elders were commended (Gk. paratithemi) to the Lord.

14:23


Elders are also commended servants of the Lord.
Cf. Acts 20:32

Note: paratithēmi, lit., “to put near” (para, “near”), in the Middle Voice, denotes “to place with 
someone, entrust, commit.” In the sense of commending, it is said (a) of the Lord Jesus in “commending” 
His spirit into the Father’s hands, Luke 23:46; (b) of “commending” disciples to God, Acts 14:23; (c) of 
“commending” elders to God, Acts 20:32.
Vines
E. Return to and Ministry in Antioch of Syria.
Acts 14:26-28

1. Their Return to the church – when they were come, and had gathered the church together. 14:27a

The church had Released them; on their Return, they were Responsible to Report to them.

2. Their Report to the church – they rehearsed all that God had done with them.

14:27b

3. Their Rest and Renewal with the disciples – and there they abode long time with the disciples.14:28

During the long time with the home church, 

a. Paul Rested. He had travelled 700 miles by land and 500 miles by sea for a period of one to two years.
b. Paul wRote – the letter to Galatians probably just before the Jerusalem council. (cf. Acts 15)
c. Paul (and Barnabas) Represented the church at the Council at Jerusalem.
Acts 15:1-3

Paul and Barnabas were commended servants of the Lord sent out by Him

to establish churches outside their home church.
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